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LATEST BLOG POST
JANE PRICE-STEPHENS, INTERIOR DESIGNER
After years of deliberation and months (and months) of planning, we have
finally commenced the renovation of our home. It’s about three years
overdue, but at least we’ve now made a start – the defining moment in any
build is the arrival of the sledgehammer on day 1 – there’s no going
back… in fact, by my reckoning, our entire house is currently being held up
by eight green metal poles, a plastic bag and a plank of wood.
…and, for the first time I am on the other side of the fence – not only am I
the designer, but I am also the client… this puts a completely different
slant on things…
We are now six weeks into the build and it has become increasingly
evident to me that my clients may not only be choosing to use my services
because of my impeccable taste and extensive marriage guidance
capabilities, but also simply because they are completely overwhelmed
with the number and sequencing of decisions that all need to be made at
the start of the build and across the lifecycle of the project.

So, can you really trust a
builder?
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We are supposedly over half way
through our build…...
READ MORE
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In addition to the vast number of decisions that need to be made, I am
currently dealing with another tricky issue - I have been completely
paralysed when it comes to making decisions about my own home. When
it comes to clients, I am decisive and can make decisions that I am
confident will result in a fabulous design. My paralysis seems to originate
from the fact that I know I am going to have to live with whatever I decide
for a significant amount of time (more so given the amount it is costing)
and I am concerned that people are going to judge me on what I decide to
do with my home – in essence, I just want to make sure I get it right.
Whether I like it or not, my home is going to become a showcase for the
career that I have chosen…
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I have also come to the conclusion that some clients may be choosing to
use an interior designer in part because they want the confidence that their
home is going to look aesthetically pleasing, but also because interior
designers alleviate some of the stress associated with making so many
critical decisions across the lifecycle of the project.
Another factor that can hinder the decision-making process is the fact that
you are spending so much money and (for most of us) your world has
shifted from dealing in pounds and pence to amounts with a few more
zeros at the end – it means every decision has potentially significant
implications on the budget as well as the finish. Throw the vast number of
options into the mix and the fact that everything needs to be compatible
and arrive on site at just the right time (to ensure it doesn’t delay the build
and doesn’t get damaged because it’s lying around in a corner for days)
and your brain could simply go into meltdown…
So here is some advice for anyone about to embark on the renovation of
their own home – ‘In order to create something great you need to have
some constraints’. Limitations on time, budget, scope and size of the
project define the rules that drive decisions and make for better solutions.
A classic example of this is how to deal with writer’s block – give them a
deadline. A creative mind has no limits but in order to balance the
creativity, practical constraints around time, money and scope need to be
in place. It may sound crazy but limitations and controls can make us
happier and more creative. So, in order to focus my mind, my husband
and I have just revisited our budget and set a clear date for when
everything in the house needs to be ordered – this has focused our minds
and means that hopefully we will create a home we are proud to call ours.
If it doesn’t fall down before then.
*Jean-Paul Sartre
Jane Price-Stephens runs her own interior design business, to find out
more
visit: www.janepricestephens.com, http://janepricestephens.blogspot.com,
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follow Jane on Twitter @jpricestephens or call 07970 547433.
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